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A report of Training on “Sandalwood cultivation, nursery techniques, disease & pest 

management, marketing issues and departmental permissions procedures” on                

28th December, 2020 at Extension building, IFB, Hyderabad. 

 
Sandalwood (Santalum album Linn) is one of tree species which is planted by farmers in both the Telugu 

states (Telangana & Andhra Pradesh) for land rehabilitation and reforestation objectives. As a commercial tree 

species, propagation effort has to be carried out. Effective propagation efforts involving communities are done 

through capacity building activities to cultivate Sandalwood. Capacity building is done through trainings which 

enable communities to enhance their technical capacity on Sandalwood cultivation. Therefore, capacity building 

through training on planning, silviculture, and Sandalwood utilization are crucial to be done. The target is farmers. 

After completion of training, farmers are expected to be able to apply training outcome collectively and they will 

become the examples for other farmers.   

Keeping in view, as a part of extension activity, Institute of Forest Biodiversity (IFB), Hyderabad 

organized a training programme on “Sandalwood cultivation, nursery techniques, disease & pest 

management, marketing issues and departmental permissions procedures” for farmers and Stakeholders at 

Extension building, IFB, Hyderabad from 28th December, 2020 under Van Vigyan Kendra (VVK) networking.  

 

On 28th December 2020, the Training started with inauguration by Dr. Deepa M., Scientist-D, Head 

Extension and Training Co-ordinator welcomed the farmers, dignitaries and media partners and provided an 

overview of the training schedule.  

 

Dr. Ratnaker Jauhari, IFS, Director, IFB delivered the inaugural address and highlighted the importance 

of Sandalwood, Plantation techniques and promotion of timber species cultivation in farmlands.  



 

 

Shri Istarapu Reddy, Telangana Sandalwood Association (TSSA) President briefed about his forming 

experiences in his life. He also shared about his sandalwood plantation in his farmland, host plant, pest and disease 

management, departmental approvals, safety and security measures during the harvesting time, marketing issues 

and final sale etc. He is the first person to get the money Rs. 32 lakhs out of 20 Sandalwood plants in Telangana 

within 15 years’ duration.  

 

 The program continued with a presentation by Dr. G.R.S. Reddy, Retd. Scientist, IFB, expressed his views 

and shared knowledge with participants on Sandalwood practices in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. He mentioned 

that everybody should realize plantation of farmland keeping ecological and economical aspects in mind. He said 

that the farmers should play an important role in improvement of timber to get good benefits in both the Telugu 

states.  

About 40 participants including farmers, officials and media participated in the training programme.  

During the training programme a scientific knowledge was given by subject experts on following aspects: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To establish a 

learning 

environment  

Conception 

(Knowledge) 

Training 

objective 

Practice 

The establishment of training 

environment 

 Local government policies on Sandalwood 

 Local government policies on sandalwood 

development program  

 Seedling techniques & Host plant  

 Nursery and pest management 

 Sandalwood planting techniques  

 Sandalwood maintenance and harvesting 

techniques  

 Safety and security during harvesting time  

 Sandalwood seedling techniques 

 Sandalwood planting techniques  

 Sandalwood maintenance techniques  

 Sandalwood pruning techniques  

 

Trainees are expected to have 

expertise in Sandalwood 

cultivation.  



 

 

 

 

These sessions were followed by a field visit with the help of Mr. Manikanta Reddy, Mr. Yashwanth and 

Mr. Sasidhar, Technicians in IFB campus. The field visit aims to generate awareness about different Sandalwood 

plantations and along with host plants, nursery techniques and scientific approach. The field visit included Herbal 

Garden and visit to Rauwolfia serpentine, Pterocarpus santalinus, Melia dubia, Dalbergia latifolia and Tectona 

grandis field experiment sites.  

 

Participants were highly attentive throughout the training period and readily raised questions and sought 

clarifications. Some of the topics kindled their interest and were curious in knowing about the modern techniques of 

cultivation, nursery techniques, plantation and raising techniques, pest control mechanism and marketing issues etc. 

During the feedback session the participants expressed the need of such trainings in future regular basis.  They were 

of the opinion that such specific trainings would help in implementing field activities by scheduling actions for land 

preparation, seed collection, raising and maintenance of nurseries and plantation maintenance. Certificates for the 

successful completion of training was distributed to all participants. The one-day training came to conclusion with 

closing remarks by Dr. Deepa M., Scientist-D, Head Extension, IFB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Glimpses of the Seminar 

 
Dr. Ratnaker Jauhari, IFS, Director, Interaction with farmers 

during the training program at IFB 

 
Dr. G.R.S. Reddy, Retd-Scientist, IFB, Interaction with 

farmers during the training program at IFB 

 
Field visit at IFB  

 
Training program group photograph at IFB  

 

 
Field visit at IFB  

 
Shri Istarapu Reddy, President, TSSA, Interaction with 

farmers during the training program at IFB 

 



 

Training program- Media overage 

  

  

 


